
City of Sanford 
Visioning and Strategic Plan Steering Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The Visioning and Strategic Plan Steering Committee met in Regular Meeting in the 

Utility Training Room, 300 North Park Avenue, Sanford FL, 32771 at 5:30 PM on Tuesday, 

February 18, 2013. 

 

Present:  Chris McLeod - Committee Chairman  

 Turner Clayton       Doug Groseclose  Robert Kinney   

Sylvester Chang      Thelma Mike   Paul Benjamin   

Margie Chusmir   Tom Ball 

Tom George - City Staff Member 

  Whit Blanton - Project Consultant   

Absent:  

  Steve Newton   Ada Reneau  

Gene Kruckemyer   Lindsay Oyewale 

 

1.) Call to Order 

Mr. McLeod called the meeting to order at 5:36 PM.  

 

2.) Approval of Minutes from January 23, 2013 Meeting 

Mr. Ball moved for approval of the January 23, 2013 meeting minutes. Seconded 

by Mr. Kinney and carried unanimously by vote of the committee. 

 

3.) Welcome and Introductions 

  Mr. Tom George, Deputy City Manager and acting Economic Director welcomed 

thanked the committee members for being in attendance.  

 

4.) Chairs Report- Chris McLeod 

Mr. McLeod stated at the last Commission work session he made a personal 

announcement regarding the recognition of the committee and the time and effort put in 

the vision and strategic planning as well seeking support and input from the Commission. 

He added the comment was a personal statement and not reflected of the opinions of the 

committee.  

 



 

5.) Review and Refinement of “Open Network” Vision Concept – Whit Blanton 

The consultant Mr. Whit Blanton reviewed the feedback and comments from the 

January 31
st
 public Workshop. He explained the meeting objectives were to review and 

reaffirms community values; introduce target area design concepts, projects and 

initiatives; define program elements of the city wide vision and strategic plan; and to 

obtain feedback on target area and citywide vision concepts. About 75 people attended, 

as well as staff from the City and consultant team. Mr. Blanton added the workshop was 

the seconded of three public meetings scheduled over the course of the project to solicit 

public participation and facilitate input and review of the priorities, design concepts and 

policies emerging for the community vision. Mr. Blanton stated that the Renaissance 

consulting firm plans to have meetings with City staff and key property owners and 

institutional interest in the target areas such as Seminole State College, Merchants of 

Downtown, Sanford/Orlando Airport Authority, (Simon) Mall,  as well as businesses 

surrounded the Wayne Densch and Sun Rail areas to discuss the feasibility of the vision 

concepts. 

The Steering Committee discussed the key projects in each target area, priorities 

and other citywide actions in support of the vision. Remarks were made regarding 

grouping the Downtown area with Georgetown, having discussion with HUD on the 

Housing Property and focusing on short term ideas. The Committee gave examples of 

short term ideas; addressing the light and cleanliness of alley ways, also building on the 

success the City already has by upgrading areas like the Marina. 

   

6.) Next Steps 

Mr. Blanton discussed the remaining work plan and schedule through April 2013. 

He explained a third public meeting is scheduled for the month of April. He encouraged 

staff to invite the City Commissioners as well as City officials to attend the next Open 

House Public Meeting.  

 

7.) Other Business 



Mr. Blanton explained that there was a conflict in his schedule for the next 

meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 18
th

. He will have David Nelson stand in 

for me on the 18
th

.  

 

8.) Meeting adjourned at 7:02 PM 

 

 


